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skilled in the art without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
invention as defined in the appended claims . 
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What is claimed is : 

1 . A communication method in which an input device receives 
stream data outputted from an output device connected to a 
predetermined network, comprising the steps of: 

preparing as a\response from said input device to a command data 
indicating that an Input setting is at least temporarily disabled 
when said output device or other device transmits said command to 
said input device such that a data input section of said input 
device can input outputted data of said output device; and 

executing corresponding processing when a source device which 
transmits said command received said data indicating that said input 
setting is at least temporarily disabled, 

2. A communication methoa according to claim 1, wherein said 
data indicating that said input setting is at least temporarily 
disabled is data indicating that said input device is placed in the 
standby state although a connection within said input device has 
been completed so that said input \device can input stream data* 



3. A communication method according to claim 2, wherein when 
said command transmission source receives said data indicating that 
said input setting is at least temporarily disabled, if a connection 
between said output device and said input device on a network is 
completed, then said output device starts transmitting said stream 
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data as corresponding processing. 

4. A communicattLon method according to claim 1, wherein said 
data indicating that said input setting is at least temporarily 
disabled is data indicating that said input device cannot input 
stream data due to oAher causes although said connection within said 
input device has been completed such that said input device can 
input stream data and! said connection between said output device and 
said input device on said network has been completed. 

5. A communication! method according to claim 4, wherein when 
said command transmission source receives data indicating that said 
input setting is at least temporarily disabled, it is checked at any 
time by said command transmission source based on polling whether or 
not said input device becomes ready to input stream data and if it 
is determined that said input device becomes ready to input stream 
data, then said output device starts transmitting stream data as 
corresponding processing. 

6. A communication methoh according to claim 4, wherein when 
said command transmission source receives data indicating that said 
input setting is at least temporarily disabled, said command 
transmission source transmits W command notifying that said input 
device becomes ready to input stream data as corresponding 
processing and when said commaril transmission source receives a 
command indicating that the status of said input device is changed, 
said output device starts transntLtting stream data. 
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7. A communication method according to claim 1, wherein said 
data indicating that said input setting is at least temporarily 
disabled is data indicating that a connection between said output 
device and said input device on the network is failed although a 
connection within said input device has been completed such that 
said input device can input stream data. 
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8. A communication meiihod according to claim 7, wherein when 
said command transmission source receives said data indicating that 
said input setting is at least temporarily disabled, it is checked 
at any time by said command transmission source based on polling 
whether or not a connection! between said output device and said 
input device has been completed and if it is determined by said 
command transmission source that said connection between said output 
device and said input device! has been completed, then said output 
device starts transmitting stWeam data as corresponding processing. 

9. A communication method \ according to claim 7, wherein when 
said command transmission source receives said data indicating that 
said input setting is at least temporarily disabled, said command 
transmission source transmits a \ command notifying that a connection 
between said output device and said input device has been completed 
and when said command transmission source receives a command 
indicating that the status is changed, said output device starts 
transmitting stream data as corresponding processing. 



10. A communication method according to claim 1, wherein said 
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data indicating that said^ input setting is at least temporarily 
disabled is data indicating that a time period required when said 
input device becomes ready \to process stream data therein is longer 
than an ordinary time period by a constant time. 

11. A communication metliod in which an input device receives 

I 

stream data outputted from ah output device connected to a 

predetermined network, comprising the steps of: 

confirming by a response \based on a first command whether or not 

a connection has been completed such that said input device can 

O input stream data therein and \conf irming whether or not a connection 
\3 \ 

*g between said output device and \ said input device on a network has 



been completed when said outputl device or other device transmits a 
first command in setting that a I data input section of said input 



device can input outputted data lof said output device; 

a l 

H transmitting a second command to execute predetermined 

jU \ 

h& confirmation concerning that said input device becomes ready to 

tn \ 

f3 input the outputted data of said output device; and 

C3 \ 

enabling said output device td start transmitting stream data if 

it is confirmed by a response basec 



input device becomes ready to input 
output device. 



on said second command that said 
the outputted data of said 



12. A communication method according to claim 11, further 
comprising the steps of transmitting said first command, issuing an 
interim response when said input devsLce cannot issue a response 
based on said first command within a 1 predetermined time due to some 
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cause and confirming by a response based on said first command 
whether or not a connection has been completed such that said input 
device can input stream data therein. 

13. A communication method according to claim 11, further 
comprising the step of transmitting again said second command if it 
is determined by a response based on said second command that said 
input device is disable® to input stream data. 
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14. A communication method according to claim 11, wherein after 
it has been confirmed by Ithe response based on said second command 
that said input device isl disabled to input stream data and that 
said input device is ready to input stream data, it is confirmed 
whether or not said outpu-q device and said input device are 
connected through a network. 

15. A communication metnod according to claim 11, further 
comprising the step of transmitting, instead of said second command, 
a command notifying that the\ status in which said input device is 
ready to input stream data is changed and wherein if it is confirmed 
by a response based on said dommand that said input device is ready 
to input stream data, then sajid output device starts transmitting 
stream data. 



16. A communication methocft according to claim 11, further 
comprising the step of transmitting, instead of said second command, 
a command notifying that the status in which said input device is 
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ready to input stream data is changed and wherein after it was 
confirmed that said input device is disabled to input stream data 
and that said input device is ready to input stream data, it is 
confirmed whether or notl said output device and said input device 
are connected through the network. 

17. A communication method according to claim 11, further 
comprising the step of transmitting to said output device a command 
to confirm whether or not! said output device is ready to transmit 
stream data and wherein if\ it is confirmed by a response based on 
said command that said output device is ready to transmit stream 
data, then said output device starts transmitting stream data. 

18. A communication method according to claim 11, further 
comprising the step of transmitting to said output device a command 
to confirm whether or not saiH output device is ready to transmit 
stream data and wherein if it lis determined by a response based on 
said command that said output \device is not ready to transmit stream 
data, then said command is transmitted again to said output device. 

19. A communication method according to claim 11, further 
comprising the step of transmitting a command notifying that the 
status in which said output device is ready to transmit stream data 
is changed and wherein if it is determined by a response based on 
said command that said output device is ready to transmit stream 
data, then said output device staAts transmitting stream data. 
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20. A communication method according to claim 11, wherein said 
output device or other device transmits a command to energize said 
input device before said fipst command is transmitted. 

21. A communication metfood according to claim 11, wherein when 
said input device receives said first command, said input device is 
energized. 

22. A communication method according to claim 11, wherein said 
output device or other devices are continuously executing display 

msmission of said stream data is placed 
in the standby mode until it lis confirmed by a response based on 
said second command that saiq input device becomes ready to input 
stream data. 
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23. A communication method according to claim 11, wherein said 
output device or other devices! are continuously executing display 
processing notifying that transmission of said stream data is placed 
in the standby mode until it is\ confirmed by a response based on a 
command notifying that the statiis in which said input device is 
ready to input stream data is changed that the input device becomes 
ready to input stream data. 



24. A communication apparatus) connected to a predetermined 
network , compr is ing : 

input and output means for communicating with other devices 
within said network; and 

communication control means f oi\ detecting by data received at 
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said input and output means a command to enable said input and 
output means to receive stream data from a predetermined device and 
enabling said input and output means to transmit data indicating 
that an input setting of said stream data is at least temporarily 
disabled to said command transmission source when the input setting 
of said stream data is at least temporarily disabled. 
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25. A communication apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 
said data indicating that the input setting for transmitting stream 
data from said input and output means under control of said 
communication control means is at least temporarily disabled is data 
indicating that said input and output means is placed in the standby 
mode although an internal conpection for supplying stream data 
received by said input and output means to stream data processing 
means has already been completed. 

26. A communication apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 
said data indicating that the input setting for transmitting stream 
data from said input and output \ means under control of said 
communication control means is clata indicating that said input and 
output means is disabled to input stream data due to other causes 
within said communication apparatus although an internal connection 
for supplying stream data received by said input and output means to 
stream data processing means has lalready been completed and a 
connection between a stream data output section of said 
predetermined device and said inpu\t and output means on a network 
has already been completed. 
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27. A communication a 
said data indicating that 



paratus according to claim 24, wherein 



the input setting for transmitting stream 
data from said input and output means under control of said 
communication control means is at least temporarily disabled is data 
indicating that a connection between a stream data output section of 
said predetermined device and said input and output means on the 
network is failed although jan internal connection for supplying 
stream data received by saia input and output means to stream data 
processing means has already been completed. 

28. A communication appairatus according to claim 24, wherein 
said data indicating that satLd input setting for enabling said input 
and output means to transmit! stream data under control of said 
communication control means Is data indicating that a time period 
required until stream data processing means becomes ready to process 
stream data received by said Input and output means is longer than 
an ordinary time period by a aonstant time. 

29. A communication apparatus connected to a predetermined 
network , compr is ing : 

input and output means for communicating with other devices 
within said network; and 



communication control means 
means to output a command for e 



for enabling said input and output 
abling other devices to input stream 
data and in which if it is determined by a response to said command 
that said other devices are at least temporarily disabled to receive 
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said command , the output of stream data from said input and output 
means is paused until sa4d other device becomes ready to receive 
said command. 

30. A communication apparatus according to claim 29, wherein it 
is checked by polling at any time whether or not said other devices 
become ready to input stream data and if it is determined that said 
other devices become ready! to input stream data, then said input and 
output means starts transmitting stream data. 



31. A communication apparatus according to claim 29, wherein a 
command notifying that said 1 other devices becomes ready to input 
stream data is transmitted flrom said input and output means to said 
other devices under control of said communication control means and 
if said input and output means receives said command indicating that 
the status of said other devices is changed, then said input and 
output means starts transmitting stream data. 



32 . A communication apparatus connected to a predetermined 
network, comprising: 

input and output means for 'communicating with other device 
within said network; 



communication control means 



predetermined device is detected 
output means , a connection is es 



in which if a first command for 



enabling said input and output iieans to receive stream data from a 



by data received at said input and 
hablished in the inside of the 



communication apparatus such that said input and output means can 
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input stream data, a connection between the communication apparatus 
and said predetermined device on the network is executed and if said 
processing is completed, then data notifying that said processing 
has been completed is transmitted from said input and output means 
to said first command transmission source; and 

means in which if a second command for 
confirmation concerning that the 
3 ready to input stream data is detected, 
:he communication apparatus is ready to 



communication control 
executing a predetermined 
communication apparatus i 
then data notifying that 



input stream data is transmitted from said input and output means to 



said command transmission 



source. 



33. A communication apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
said communication control! means receives said first command, issues 
an interim response if saicfl communication control means cannot issue 
a response based on said first command within a predetermined time 
due to some cause and in its subsequent response based on the first 
command, said communication! control means has data transmitted from 
said input and output means tto said first command transmission 
source to the effect that a connection has been completed in the 
inside of the communication apparatus in such a manner that said 
input and output means becomes ready to input stream data. 



34. A communication apparatus according to claim 32, wherein if 
it is determined by a response based on said second command that 
said input and output means isl not ready to input stream data, then 
said communication control means transmits data notifying that said 
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input and output means :. 
input and output means 



s not ready to input stream data from said 
said second command transmission source. 



to 



35. A communication apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
said first and second conmand transmission source issues a command 
for confirming a connection between it and said predetermined device 
on the network after it ias been confirmed by the first and second 
command transmission source from a response based on said second 
command that said predetermined device is not ready to input stream 
data and that said predetermined device is ready to input stream 
data and when said communication control means detects said command, 
said communication control means transmits data notifying the 
connected state on the network from said input and output means to 
said command transmission source. 

36. A communication apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
said communication control Weans transmits data notifying whether or 
not said predetermined devilce is ready to input stream data from 
said input and output means! to said command transmission source when 
said communication control means receives a command notifying that 
the status in which said predetermined device is ready to input 
stream data is changed and said communication control means 
transmits data notifying that the status in which said predetermined 
device is ready to input stream data is changed from said input and 
output means to said command! transmission source. 



37. A communication apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
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said command transmission! source issues a command for confirming a 
connection between it and said predetermined device on the network 
after it had been confirmed by said command transmission source from 
a response based on command notifying that the status in which said 
predetermined device is ready to input stream data is changed that 

is not ready to input stream data and that 
is ready to input stream data and said 



said predetermined device 
said predetermined device 



communication control means transmits data notifying a connection 
state on the network from paid input and output means to said 
command transmission devic^ when said communication control means 
detects said command. 



38. A communication apparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
when said communication apparatus receives said first command, said 
communication apparatus is energized. 
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39. A communication apparatus connected to a predetermined 
network , compr is ing : 

input and output means f <3>r communicating with other device 
within said network; and 

communication control meaihs for controlling said input and 
output means such that said input and output means outputs a first 
command for setting other device such that said other devices can 
input stream data and a second! command for confirming whether or not 
said other devices become ready to input stream data. 



40. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
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said input and output means transmits again said second command if 
said communication control means determines by a response based on 
said second command that! said other devices are not ready to input 
stream data. I 

41. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
said input and output meams outputs a command for confirming whether 
or not said input device ils connected to the network after said 
communication control means had determined by a response based on 
said second command that said other devices are not ready to input 
stream data and that said other devices are ready to input stream 
data . I 

42. A communication apparatus according to claim 39 , further 
comprising communication control means for controlling said input 
and output means such that said input and output means outputs a 
command notifying that the stJatus in which said other devices are 
ready to input stream data is\ changed instead of said second 
command . \ 

43. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
said input and output means outputs a command for confirming whether 
or not said input device is connected to the network after said 
communication control means had determined by a response based on, 
instead of said second command, a command notifying the change of 
the status in which said other devices are ready to input stream 
data that said other devices are ready to input stream data and that 
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said other devices are not ready to input stream data. 
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44, A communication 
comprising communication 
and output means such thaj: 
command for confirming 
transmit stream data. 



apparatus according to claim 39, further 
<pontrol means for controlling said input 
said input and output means outputs a 
or not other devices are ready to 



whether 



45. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, further 
comprising communication control means for controlling said input 
and output means such thai; said input and output means outputs a 
command notifying the change of the status in which other devices 
are ready to transmit stream data. 

46. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
said communication control means controls said input and output 
means such that said inputl and output means outputs a command for 
energizing said other device before said input and output means 
transmits said first command. 



47. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of said stream Idata is paused until said communication 



control means determines by 
that said other device becoi 



a response based on said second command 
s ready to input stream data. 



48. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of said stream data is paused until said communication 



83 



control means determines 



second command, a command notifying the change of the status in 



which said other devices 



by a response based on, instead of said 



are ready to input stream data that said 



other device becomes ready to input stream data 



49. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of stream da|:a is paused until said communication 
control means determines by a response based on a command for 
confirming whether or not lother devices are ready to transmit stream 
data that said other devices are ready to transmit stream data, 

50. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of stream datal is paused until said communication 
control means determines by I a response based on a command notifying 
the change of the status in iwhich other devices are ready to 
transmit stream data that sasld other device becomes ready to 
transmit stream data. 

51. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, further 
comprising display means for displaying that transmission of said 
stream data is paused until sakd communication control means 
determines by a response based! on said second command that said 
other device becomes ready to Input stream data. 

52. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, further 
comprising display means for displaying that transmission of said 
stream data is paused until saidl communication control means 
confirms by a response based on, tinstead of said second command, a 
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command notifying the cha:ige of the status in which said other 
devices are ready to input: stream data that said other device 
becomes ready to input stream data. 



53. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of said streaAi data is started if said communication 
control means determines by a response based on said second command 
that said other device becomes ready to input stream data. 
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54. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of said stream Idata is started if said communication 
control means determines by la response based on, instead of said 
second command, a command notifying the change of the status in 
which said other devices are! ready to input stream data that said 
other device becomes ready td input stream data. 

55. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of stream data is\ started if said communication control 
means determines by a response! based on a command for confirming 
whether or not other devices arte ready to transmit stream data that 
said other device becomes ready to transmit stream data. 



56. A communication apparatus according to claim 39, wherein 
transmission of stream data is started if said communication control 
means determines by a response based on command notifying the change 
of the status in which other devices are ready to transmit stream 
data that said other device becomes ready to transmit stream data. 
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57. A communication apparatus connected to a predetermined 
network, comprising: 

input and output meains for communicating with other device 
within said network; and! 

communication control means for controlling said input and 
output means such that said input and output means transmits data 
notifying that other devilces are ready to transmit stream data if 
said communication control means receives from data received by said 
input and output means a command for confirming whether or not said 
other devices are ready to transmit stream data. 

58. A communication apparatus connected to a predetermined 
network comprising: 

input and output means \for communicating with other device 
within said network; and 

communication control means If or controlling said input and output 
means such that said input and output means transmits data 
indicating the status in whiah said other devices are ready to 
transmit steam data to said command transmission source if said 
communication control means receives from data received by said 
input and output means command! notifying the change of the status in 
which said other devices are ready to transmit stream data and that 
said input and output means transmits data of the changed status in 
which said other devices are re^dy to transmit stream data to said 
command transmission source. 
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